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August 1, 2018 

Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to Northwest Model United Nations – Seattle (NWMUN-Seattle) 2018 and the Commission for Social 

Development! 

Our conference’s entire staff is excited to work with you this coming November. We appreciate the hard work, 

research, and commitment you have undertaken in preparation for this conference. We are pleased to present the 

final background guide, prepared by staff members including Mary Moeller and Anna Schaeffer. 

The topics for the Reformed Security Council are: 

I. Reviewing the World Programme of Action Concerning Disabled Persons 

II. Towards sustainable and resilient societies: innovation and inter-connectivity for social development 

We provide the background guide as a starting point for delegate research. Our aim is to summarize issues relating 

to the committee, the topics under consideration by the committee, and how they interact, e.g., how the committee 

can address each of the topics it will be discussing. We strongly encourage deeper research into these subjects by 

delegates. Delegates should also be researching their own country, its position within the committee, and its policy 

on each topic. Through this research, we hope that delegates are able to explain what their country wants their 

specific committee to do about each individual topic, both within the position paper and at the conference.  

Every participating delegate is required to submit a position paper prior to attending the conference. We have laid 

out expectations regarding content, structure, and formatting on our website. Adhering to these guidelines helps 

ensure a well-prepared committee and an excellent conference experience. Position papers are also a key competent 

of the awards process. 

The deadline to submit position papers is Thursday, 1 November 2018 at 11:59pm (Pacific Standard Time). 

Please refer to our website for details regarding the submission process. 

We wish each of you the best of luck as you prepare for the conference and this committee. We urge you to explore 

beyond the background guide as you learn more about the Member State you will represent and the topics we will 

discuss. Please do not hesitate to direct any questions or concerns towards your Director or the Director-General. We 

look forward to meeting you at the conference and best of luck! 

 

The Executive Secretariat of NWMUN-Seattle 2018 

  

http://seattle.nwmun.org/conference-information/delegate-preparation
http://seattle.nwmun.org/conference-information/delegate-preparation
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The Commission for Social Development at NWMUN-Seattle 2018 

The NWMUN-Seattle Secretariat strives each year to create an accurate simulation for our delegates. We have 

developed additional ways for delegates to interact within the simulation, including enabling delegates to take 

multiple forms of action on an issue, including but not limited to adopting resolutions. This section aims to provide 

additional, specific information for the Commission for Social Development at NWMUN-Seattle 2018.  

Briefings 

While discussing a topic, Commission for Social Development delegates are able to receive briefings from 

representatives of relevant Member States or UN subject matter experts. The specific thematic experts available will 

be announced on the NWMUN-Seattle website, as well as the beginning of the conference.  

Mandate 

The mandate of the Commission for Social Development is: 

Follow-up and implementation of the 1995 Copenhagen Declaration and Programme of Action, and 

addresses matters related to social policy as well as all social matters not discussed by specialized 

intergovernmental agencies. 

Selected Functions & Powers 

 Improve international understanding on social development. 

 Integrate, within the framework of the follow-up to the World Summit for Social Development, 

consideration of issues relating to the situation of social groups, including review of relevant United 

Nations programmes of action related to such groups, and consideration of other sectoral issues; 

 Identify emerging issues affecting social development that require urgent consideration, and make 

substantive recommendations thereon. 

 Advise ECOSOC on social policies of a general character and give particular attention to policies designed 

to promote social progress, to the establishment of social objectives and programme priorities and social 

research in areas affecting social and economic development. 

 Advise ECOSOC on measures needed for the coordination of activities in the social field and for the 

recording and exchange of experience among Governments in the formulation and execution of social 

development policies. 

Outcome Documents 

When taking action on a topic, the Commission for Social Development can adopt resolutions. Commission for 

Social Development resolutions are not binding but rather recommendations to the Economic and Social Council on 

issues relating to international economic, social, cultural, educational, health, and other related matters. 

Rules of Procedure 

The Economic and Social Council Plenary will use the standard NWMUN rules of procedure, available on our 

website as well as in printed form at the conference.  

Members of the Commission for Social Development at NWMUN-Seattle 2018 

Algeria Austria Bangladesh 

Belarus Benin Bolivia 
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Brazil Bulgaria Burundi 

China Colombia Congo 
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Russian Federation Rwanda Senegal 

Sudan Switzerland Turkmenistan 

United States   
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Committee Overview 

Introduction 

The United Nations Research Institute for Social Development (UNRISD) defines social development as “processes 

of change that lead to improvements in human well-being, social relations, and equitable and sustainable social 

institutions which are compatible with principles of democratic governance and social justice.”1 Social development 

is not a new concept; Article 55 of the Charter of the United Nations (Charter) (1945) states that “…the United 

Nations shall promote […] higher standards of living, full employment, and conditions of economic and social 

progress and development.”2 Social development is one of three pillars of sustainable development, along with 

economic development and environmental sustainability; each pillar is inevitable for the success of the other two.3 

Sustainable development is a top priority for the United Nations (UN) system as a whole.4 The 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda) (2015) and the sustainable development goals (SDGs) have been 

mainstreamed into every initiative since their inception in 2015 as a way to put all UN action in perspective of a 

larger direction of building a better world.5  

The Commission for Social Development (CSocD) is one of the ten functional commissions on the Economic and 

Social Council (ECOSOC) and advises ECOSOC on social policies, development, and, in particular, social 

development policies that that fall outside the mandate of specialized UN and/or intergovernmental issues.6 Since 

the World Summit for Social Development (WSSD) in 1995, CSocD has also become the UN entity responsible for 

the follow-up and implementation of the Copenhagen Declaration and Programme of Action (Copenhagen 

Declaration) (1995).7  

Since its inception as the Social Commission, CSocD has advised ECOSOC on a wide range of social development 

and policy issues.8 CSocD has always functioned under a broad mandate, however, has reacted to changing 

geopolitical situations by renewing its agenda and its methods of work such as expanding its membership.9 CSocD 

has been a provider of expert advice in the social field and in the past has advised ECOSOC, Member States, and 

funds on matters under its mandate.10 The Commission takes up key social development themes every year as part of 

its mandate to follow-up to the Copenhagen Declaration (1995).11 As such, CSocD ensures that important issues 

related to social development that might be otherwise neglected continue to be discussed on an international scale 

and discussions surrounding them help in contributing to the overarching UN mission.12 

Defining social development 

Historically, there has been an assumption made by policymakers that economic development will result in the 

achievement of social goals (such as the eradication of poverty) and, for example, once per capita income rises, so 

will per capita income.13 However, an increase in overall per capita income does not necessarily translate to an 

increase for everyone, due to unequal income distribution and other structural issues.14 As a result, ensuring the 

processes and structures supporting sustainable development are inclusive and aimed at those who need it most, 

                                                           
1 UNRISD, Social Development in an Uncertain World, 2011. http://www.unrisd.org/research-agenda  
2 Charter of the United Nations. 1945. https://nwmun.link/2uSCN9r  
3 ECOSOC, Sustainable Development. https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/sustainable-development  
4 Ibid. 
5 UNGA, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 2015. https://nwmun.link/2mMaRj3  
6 UN DESA, Commission for Social Development. https://nwmun.link/2M0v2Yx  
7 New Zealand, United Nations Handbook 2017-18. https://nwmun.link/2LXEhcg  
8 UN DESA, CSocD – More Years. https://nwmun.link/2KBYPCm  
9 Ibid. 
10 Ibid. 
11 Ibid. 
12 UN DESA, What’s CSocD and what should it achieve, 2010. http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/ngo/docs/2010/directory/csocd-history.pdf  
13 Islam & Iversen, From “Structural Change” to “Transformative Change”: Rationale and Implications, 2018. 

http://www.un.org/esa/desa/papers/2018/wp155_2018.pdf  

UN DESA, Presentation: The Evolution of social development at the UN, 2014. 

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/egms/docs/2014/Session1MathiasonPresentation.pdf  
14 Ibid. 

http://www.un.org/en/charter-united-nations/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_CONF.166_9_Declaration.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_CONF.166_9_Declaration.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_CONF.166_9_Declaration.pdf
http://www.unrisd.org/research-agenda
https://nwmun.link/2uSCN9r
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/sustainable-development
https://nwmun.link/2mMaRj3
https://nwmun.link/2M0v2Yx
https://nwmun.link/2LXEhcg
https://nwmun.link/2KBYPCm
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/ngo/docs/2010/directory/csocd-history.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/desa/papers/2018/wp155_2018.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/egms/docs/2014/Session1MathiasonPresentation.pdf
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should be central to overall development efforts. The desire to ensure people were are at the center of development 

is what resulted in the World Summit for Social Development in 1995 and its outcome.15 

Central to the concept of social development are social integration and inclusion of marginalized groups; alleviation 

and reduction of poverty, and expansion of productive employment.16 As a process, social development 

encompasses “a progressively fairer distribution of opportunities and resources to foster social justice and equality. 

It also entailed greater inclusion and participation of all people in economic, social and political processes.”17 

Social development does not include only “material achievements, such as good health and education, and access to 

the goods and services necessary for decent living,” but it also encompasses “social, cultural and political 

achievements, such as a sense of security, dignity, the ability to be part of a community through social and cultural 

recognition, and political representation.”18 Importantly, social development is also about both process and outcome, 

so, for example, “in material well-being through processes which deny some individuals or groups voice in decision-

making, or access to recourse against injustice,” do not contribute towards social development and are not 

sustainable in the long term. Conversely, processes which seem inclusive or democratic, but result in inequitable 

outcomes will tend eventually to be undermined or resisted.”19 This broad definition is reflected in the Copenhagen 

Declaration (1995). In the context of the current international sustainable development policy framework, namely 

the 2030 Agenda (2015), discussions on social development focus on the social dimensions of sustainable 

development and emphasize implementation of SDGs in an inclusive and participatory way for all people, including 

marginalized groups. 

History 

CSocD was established as the Social Commission by ECOSOC resolution 10(II) of 1946 and was subsequently 

renamed in 1966.20 The Commission was originally mandated to serve as an advisor to ECOSOC on all social 

development policies, especially policies that were outside the purview of other similar entities.21 Along the years, 

the Commission saw amendments to its original mandate by ECOSOC, specifically through resolutions 830J 

(XXXII) of 1961, 1139 (XLI) of 1966, and E/RES/1996/7.22 These resolutions saw further augmentation of the 

commission's mandate as it started encompassing more areas of social development such as routinely following-up 

to the Copenhagen Declaration (1995).23 The Commission’s membership was also expanded over the years, from 18 

in 1946 to the 46 today to ensure an equitable geographical distribution24 

  

                                                           
15 UN DESA, WSSD 1995. https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/world-summit-for-social-development-1995.html  
16 UN CSoD, Emerging issues: contributions of social development to the transition from the MDGs to the SDGs (E/CN.5/2015/6), 2014. 

http://undocs.org/E/CN.5/2015/6 

Hoeven, Twenty years after the WSSD: Elements of a Framework for SD beyond 2015, 2014. https://nwmun.link/2MeBHyz  

UN ECOSOC, Rethinking and strengthening social development in the contemporary world (E/CN.5/2015/3), 2014. 

https://undocs.org/E/CN.5/2015/3  
17 UNRISD, Social development in an uncertain world uncertain world, 2011. http://www.unrisd.org/research-agenda  

UN DESA, Expert Group Meeting: “Rethinking and Strengthening Social Development in the Contemporary World: Progress in 

Advancing Social Development and Lessons Learned,” 2014. http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/csocd/2016/summaryegm2014.pdf 
18 UN DESA, What’s CSocD and what should it achieve, 2010. http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/ngo/docs/2010/directory/csocd-history.pdf 
19 Ibid. 
20 UN DESA, Commission for Social Development. https://nwmun.link/2M0v2Yx 
21 New Zealand, United Nations Handbook 2017-18. https://nwmun.link/2LXEhcg  
22 UN DESA, Commission for Social Development. https://nwmun.link/2M0v2Yx 
23 Ibid. 
24 Ibid. 

http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_CONF.166_9_Declaration.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_CONF.166_9_Declaration.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_CONF.166_9_Declaration.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/world-summit-for-social-development-1995.html
http://undocs.org/E/CN.5/2015/6
https://nwmun.link/2MeBHyz
https://undocs.org/E/CN.5/2015/3
http://www.unrisd.org/research-agenda
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/csocd/2016/summaryegm2014.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/ngo/docs/2010/directory/csocd-history.pdf
https://nwmun.link/2M0v2Yx
https://nwmun.link/2LXEhcg
https://nwmun.link/2M0v2Yx
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Structure, Organization & Working Methods 

There are officially 46 members of CSocD, proportionally divided among regional groups; however, in 2018, six 

seats remained unfilled for the annual session.25 Terms are for four years; terms begin and end following the annual 

regular session in February.26  

Composition and Membership of the Commission for Social Development 

Region Seats 2018 Membership 

Africa 12 

 
Algeria 

 
Benin  Burundi 

 
Congo 

 
Côte d'Ivoire 

 
Ghana 

 
Madagascar 

 
Malawi 

 
Namibia 

 
Rwanda 

 
Senegal 

 
Sudan 

Asia-Pacific 10 

 Bangladesh 
 

China  Iran (Islamic Republic of) 

 
Iraq 

 
Japan 

 
Qatar 

 
Republic of Korea 

 
Turkmenistan  

  

Eastern Europe 5 
 

Belarus  Bulgaria 
 

Romania 

 
Russian Federation   

Latin America 
and Caribbean 

9 

 
Bolivia 

 
Brazil 

 
Colombia 

 
El Salvador 

 
Haiti 

 
Mexico 

 
Panama 

 
Paraguay 

 
Peru 

Western Europe 
and Others 

10 

 
Austria 

 
France 

 
Iceland 

 
Israel 

 
Portugal 

 
Switzerland 

 
United States   

  

CSocD meets annually in February in New York.27 Similar to other ECOSOC functional commissions, CSocD has a 

bureau that comprises of a chair and four vice-chairs.28 The bureau assists in setting the agenda for the 

Commission’s two-year policy cycle as per ECOSOC decision 2002/210.29 Bureau members are elected for two-

                                                           
25 Ibid. 
26 New Zealand, United Nations Handbook 2017-18. https://nwmun.link/2LXEhcg 

UN DESA, Commission for Social Development. https://nwmun.link/2M0v2Yx  
27 New Zealand, United Nations Handbook 2017-18. https://nwmun.link/2LXEhcg  
28 UN DESA, Commission for Social Development. https://nwmun.link/2M0v2Yx  
29 Ibid. 

https://nwmun.link/2LXEhcg
https://nwmun.link/2M0v2Yx
https://nwmun.link/2LXEhcg
https://nwmun.link/2M0v2Yx
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year terms that mirror the policy cycle by Commission members at the first meeting of a regular session.30 The 

current chair of the bureau is Mr. Nikulas Hannigan of Iceland.31 

The UN Secretariat through the Division for Social Policy and Development (DSPD) under the Department of 

Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) provides substantive support for CSocD.32 CSocD currently discusses one 

core issue over its two-year policy cycle to allow for more substantive discussion on the topic, however, also 

discusses one emerging issue during its regular session to promote said issue to ECOSOC.33 The Commission also 

receives an annual report from the Secretary-General that advises it on ways to further develop its policies by taking 

into account reviews from Member States.34 

Mandate, Powers & Function  

As a functional commission of ECOSOC, the mandate of the CSocD is to review and discuss a wide range of topics 

under the umbrella of social development to inform the discussions and decisions of the Council, often 

recommending the actions that the Council should take.35 This information comes in the package of a formal report 

adopted at the end of each session summarizing everything that occurred during the session.36 The main discussions 

can be divided into three categories: any draft resolutions recommended to ECOSOC for adoption, organizational 

matters, and a discussion of the follow-up to the World Summit for Social Development, which includes the priority 

theme, relevant UN plans and programs of action related to the situation of social groups, and emerging issues.37  

CSocD, like ECOSOC, is very dependent on the work of civil society; the Copenhagen Declaration (1995) 

repeatedly mentions the importance of civil society participation to achieve its ten commitments.38 Draft resolutions 

recommended to the Council typically include language encouraging the participation of civil society, as the 

participation of all people is imperative to “people-centered” social development.39 Based on the consensus to put 

people at the center of development during the 1995 World Summit on Social Development (WSSD), civil society 

organizations (CSOs) working at the UN formed an external coalition to actively engage with CSocD by submitting 

papers, speaking to the Commission, publishing studies and serving as part of Expert Groups.40 The CSO coalition 

also holds a forum every year, the outcome of which is presented during the session of CSocD.41 

Recent Work 

The 56th Session of CSocD concluded on 7 February 2018, with a priority theme of “Strategies for eradicating 

poverty to achieve sustainable development for all.”42 They heard speeches from the President of ECOSOC, the 

Deputy Secretary-General, the chair of the NGO Committee on Social Development (a CSO coalition), and a youth 

representative urging young people to participate in decision-making.43 The draft resolutions submitted for 

ECOSOC’s consideration were focused on the Third Review and appraisal of the Madrid International Plan of 

Action on Ageing and the New Partnership for Africa’s Development.44 

In its follow-up to the WSSD, several topics were discussed through a review of relevant plans and programs of 

action and high-level panels.45 The review of relevant UN plans and programs of action pertaining to the situation of 

social groups included the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons; Standard Rules on the 

Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities; World Programme of Action for Youth; Madrid 

                                                           
30 New Zealand, United Nations Handbook 2017-18. https://nwmun.link/2LXEhcg  
31 UN DESA, 56th Session of CSocD. https://nwmun.link/2M8PE14 
32 UN DESA, What’s CSocD and what should it achieve, 2010. http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/ngo/docs/2010/directory/csocd-history.pdf 
33 ECOSOC, Future organization and methods of work of CSocD (E/RES/2012/7), 2012. https://undocs.org/E/RES/2012/7  
34 Ibid. 
35 UN DESA, Commission for Social Development. https://nwmun.link/2M0v2Yx  
36 ECOSOC, Report on the fifty-sixth session of CSocD (E/2018/26), 2018, p. 8. http://undocs.org/E/2018/26  
37 Ibid. 
38 UN, Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development (A/CONF.166/9), 1995, pp. 6-19. https://nwmun.link/2MnQS56  
39 ECOSOC, Report on the fifty-sixth session of CSocD (E/2018/26), 2018, p. 10. http://undocs.org/E/2018/26  
40  NGO Committee on Social Development, History. https://ngosocdev.org/about/history/ 
41 Ibid. 
42 ECOSOC, Report on the fifty-sixth session of CSocD (E/2018/26), 2018, p. 8. http://undocs.org/E/2018/26  
43 Ibid. 
44 Ibid. 
45 Ibid. 

http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_CONF.166_9_Declaration.pdf
https://nwmun.link/2LXEhcg
https://nwmun.link/2M8PE14
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/ngo/docs/2010/directory/csocd-history.pdf
https://undocs.org/E/RES/2012/7
https://nwmun.link/2M0v2Yx
http://undocs.org/E/2018/26
https://nwmun.link/2MnQS56
http://undocs.org/E/2018/26
https://ngosocdev.org/about/history/
http://undocs.org/E/2018/26
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International Plan of Action on Ageing; and Family Issues, policies and programmes.46 High-level panels were 

conducted on “Strategies for eradicating poverty to achieve sustainable development for all,” “Towards sustainable 

and resilient societies: Innovation and inter-connectivity for social development,” “Third review and appraisal of the 

Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing,” and “Towards inclusive, resilient and sustainable development: an 

evidence-based approach to mainstreaming of disability in the implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the 

2030 Agenda (2015).”47 

  

                                                           
46 Ibid. 
47 Ibid. 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
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I. Reviewing the World Programme of Action Concerning Disabled Persons 

“There is still much more we can do to fully implement the Convention on the Rights of Persons 

with Disabilities (CRPD) and make rights a reality for the more than one billion persons with 

disabilities around the world.” UN Chief of Cabinet, Edmond Mullet48 

Introduction  

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) (2006) highlight that barriers to full participation 

in society on an equal basis with others are obstacles preventing  human rights progress.49 According to the World 

Health Organization (WHO), one billion individuals worldwide have some form of disability and lack access to 

physical and social infrastructure intended to promote accessibility. Further,  this portion of the global population 

has limited access to the opportunities an able-bodied person more has, including medical care, employment, and 

education.50 In low-income countries, a person with disabilities is 20% less likely to have access to health care, and 

a recent study of persons with mental disorders reported that between 35% or 50% of persons in developed countries 

and between 76% and 85% in developing countries had received no treatment in the year prior to the study.51 

 
Source: CBM52 

The WHO defines disability, in the context of health, as “any restriction or lack (resulting from an impairment) of 

ability to perform an activity in the manner or within the range considered normal for a human being.”53 

In 1982, the UN General Assembly adopted the World Programme of Action for Disabled Persons (WPA).54 This 

resolution emphasized the importance of taking effective measures to prevent disability, to facilitate rehabilitation 

services, and ensuring the ‘full participation’ of disabled persons in social life and development.55 Additionally, the 

WPA (1982) stresses the need to approach disability from a human rights standpoint.56 The first international 

instrument to combine both development and “rights-based” approaches to disability, the World Programme of 

Action also paved the way for other international documents on persons with disabilities, such as the CRPD 

(2006).57 

A subsidiary body of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), the Commission for Social Development 

(CSocD) exists specifically to observe the global cooperation with the Copenhagen Declaration and Programme of 

Action (Copenhagen Declaration) (1995), a document highlighting human well-being for all and specifically 

addressing economic and social development.58 The (Copenhagen Declaration) (1995) cites that more than one in 

                                                           
48 UN News, Disability is not inability, 2016. https://nwmun.link/2OINjIp  
49 UNGA, Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989. http://bit.ly/2O04PHN  
50 UNGA, World Programme of Action Concerning Disabled Persons, 1982. https://nwmun.link/2M2Is6A 
51 WHO, Disability and health, 2018. http://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/disability-and-health  
52 https://www.cbm.org/  
53 WHO, Disabilities. http://www.who.int/topics/disabilities/en/  
54 UNGA, World Programme of Action Concerning Disabled Persons, 1982. https://nwmun.link/2M2Is6A  
55 Ibid. 
56 Ibid. 
57 UNGA, Implementation of the WPoA concerning Disabled Persons (A/62/157), 2007.  http://undocs.org/a/62/157  
58 UN DESA, Commission for Social Development. https://nwmun.link/2M0v2Yx  

https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/crpd/pages/conventionrightspersonswithdisabilities.aspx
https://nwmun.link/2M2Is6A
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/ConventionRightsPersonsWithDisabilities.aspx
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_CONF.166_9_Declaration.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_CONF.166_9_Declaration.pdf
https://nwmun.link/2OINjIp
http://bit.ly/2O04PHN
https://nwmun.link/2M2Is6A
http://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/disability-and-health
https://www.cbm.org/
http://www.who.int/topics/disabilities/en/
https://nwmun.link/2M2Is6A
http://undocs.org/a/62/157
https://nwmun.link/2M0v2Yx
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ten (10%) persons worldwide live with disabilities, an often-forgotten global minority.59 Often subject to injustice 

and lack of resources, members of this group frequently find themselves bearing the burdens of poverty and social 

isolation; poverty, exclusion, and accessibility are linked in myriad ways.60  

International Framework  

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) (1948) states that “all human beings are born free and equal in 

dignity and rights.”61 Therefore, Member States must strive to provide equal access to human rights for persons with 

disabilities.62 In 1975, the UN General Assembly adopted the Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons, which 

promoted higher standards of living and the rights of persons with disabilities.63  

In 1991, the UN General Assembly adopted Principles for the Protection of Persons with Mental Illness, 

highlighting the necessity of health and social care, community involvement, and consent to treatment for persons 

with mental illness and the inhumanity of exploitation and discrimination against those with mental illness.64  

The CRPD (2006), which was negotiated under the auspices of the General Assembly, entered into force in 2008 as 

the first international treaty centered around global rights for persons with disabilities.65 Rather than establish “new” 

rights, the treaty models itself after the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) (1990) and promotes equality in 

education, employment, political access, justice, and community involvement.66 International human rights law and 

international humanitarian law intersect in the CRPD (2006), which acknowledges the intertwined rights of a 

community and an individual and the way traditional and cultural boundaries relate to civil and political rights.67 

 

                                                           
59 Rocco, The Invisible People: Disability, Diversity, and Issues of Power in Adult Education, 2005. https://nwmun.link/2OLawtu  
60 UNGA, World Programme of Action Concerning Disabled Persons, 1982.  https://nwmun.link/2M2Is6A 
61 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948. https://nwmun.link/2LBsXST  
62 UN CHR, Purpose, 2018. https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/ConventionRightsPersonsWithDisabilities.aspx#1  
63 UNGA, UN Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons, 1975. http://undocs.org/A/RES/3447%20(XXX)  
64 United Nations, Principles for the Protection of Persons with Mental Illness (A/RES/46/119), 1991. https://undocs.org/A/RES/46/119  
65 UNGA, Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 2006. https://nwmun.link/2mMtyDh 
66 Ibid. 
67 MDPI, Topical Collection on Disability Human Rights Law, 2018.  https://nwmun.link/2OMMpuv   

http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/ConventionRightsPersonsWithDisabilities.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/crpd/pages/conventionrightspersonswithdisabilities.aspx
https://nwmun.link/2OLawtu
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/resources/world-programme-of-action-concerning-disabled-persons.html
https://nwmun.link/2M2Is6A
https://nwmun.link/2LBsXST
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/ConventionRightsPersonsWithDisabilities.aspx%231
http://undocs.org/A/RES/3447%20(XXX)
https://undocs.org/A/RES/46/119
https://nwmun.link/2mMtyDh
http://www.oas.org/dil/introductory_course_on_international_humanitarian_2007_ihl_instruments.pdf
https://nwmun.link/2OMMpuv


 

14 

Finally, multiple regional frameworks exist addressing this topic: 

 European Union European Accessibility Act (2017): Enhances accessibility by encouraging 

accessibility-enhancing products and services at more competitive prices, as well as the dismantling of 

barriers to education and the labor market.68  

 Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Persons with 

Disabilities (1999): Adopted by the Organization of American States (OAS), calls on its members to 

facilitate the integration of persons with disabilities in legislation and social initiatives as well as education 

programs.69  

 Regional Framework for Action on Community-Based Rehabilitation (2010): Provides guidance to 

Member States with assessing the region’s status on accessibility and offers suggestions for improving 

policies and programs.70 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda) is a plan of 
action for sustainable development outlined in resolution 70/1 which was 
adopted by the General Assembly (GA) in 2015.71 The 2030 Agenda 
articulates 17 sustainable development goals (SDGs) and 169 related targets 
for all Member States work to achieve as part of national sustainable 
development efforts.72 Implementation is measured through a voluntary 
country-led and country-driven follow-up and review mechanism, which calls 
on Member States to report on progress annually, including through the 
provision of data on the 230 individual statistical indicators associated with 
the goals and targets.73 

Implementation of the 2030 Agenda and its SDGs directly contributes towards international development 

frameworks focused on persons with disabilities.74 Specifically, Goals 4, 8, 10, 11 and 17 all have either targets or 

indicators which specifically reference persons with disabilities.75 Further, it is important to emphasize that all data 

for all indicators, regardless if specifically requested, should be disaggregated by persons with disabilities. 

  

                                                           
68 EU, European Accessibility Act, 2017. http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1202  
69 OAS, Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Persons with Disabilities, 1999. 

http://www.oas.org/juridico/english/treaties/a-65.html  
70 WHO, Regional Framework for Action on Community-Based Rehabilitation, 2010. 

http://www.wpro.who.int/publications/docs/FINAL_RegionalFrameworkforAction_CBR.pdf  
71 UNGA, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 2015. https://nwmun.link/2mMaRj3 
72 Ibid. 
73 UN DESA, SDG Indicators. https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/indicators-list/ 

UNGA, Global indicator framework for the SDGs and targets of the 2030 Agenda (A/RES/71/313), 2017. https://nwmun.link/2LxkGQp  

IISD, UN Statistical Commission Recommends SDG Indicator Framework for ECOSOC Adoption, 2017. https://nwmun.link/2K7lvtQ  
74 UNGA, Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 2015. https://nwmun.link/2mMaRj3 
75 UN DESA, 17 goals to transform the world for persons with disabilities, 2017. 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/envision2030.html  

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1202
http://www.oas.org/juridico/english/treaties/a-65.html
http://www.oas.org/juridico/english/treaties/a-65.html
http://www.oas.org/juridico/english/treaties/a-65.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/publications/docs/FINAL_RegionalFrameworkforAction_CBR.pdf
http://www.wpro.who.int/publications/docs/FINAL_RegionalFrameworkforAction_CBR.pdf
http://www.wpro.who.int/publications/docs/FINAL_RegionalFrameworkforAction_CBR.pdf
https://nwmun.link/2mMaRj3
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/indicators-list/
https://nwmun.link/2LxkGQp
https://nwmun.link/2K7lvtQ
https://nwmun.link/2mMaRj3
http://www.usicd.org/index.cfm/convention
http://www.usicd.org/index.cfm/convention
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/envision2030.html
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GOAL TARGET INDICATOR (DISAGGREGATED BY PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES)  

 1.3 Implement nationally appropriate social protection systems and measures for 
all, […] and […] coverage of the poor and vulnerable 

1.3.1 Proportion of population covered by social protection 
floors/systems 

 

4.5 Eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure equal access to all 
levels of education and vocational training for the vulnerable, including persons 
with disabilities […] 

4.5.1 Parity indices 

4.a Eliminate gender disparities in education and ensure equal access to all 
levels of education and vocational training for the vulnerable, including persons 
with disabilities […] 

4.a.1 Proportion of schools with access to […] (d) adapted 
infrastructure and materials for students with disabilities 

 

8.5. Achieve full and productive employment and decent work for all women and 
men, including for young people and persons with disabilities, and equal pay for 
work of equal value 

8.5.1 Average hourly earnings of female and male employees 

8.5.2 Unemployment rate 

 10.2 Empower and promote the social, economic and political inclusion of all, 
irrespective of age, sex, disability […] 

10.2.1 Proportion of people living below 50% of median income 

 

11.2 Provide access to safe, affordable, accessible and sustainable transport 
systems for all, improving road safety, notably by expanding public transport, 
with special attention to the needs of  […] persons with disabilities 

11.2.1 Proportion of population that has convenient access to public 
transport 

11.7 Provide universal access to safe, inclusive and accessible, green and public 
spaces, in particular for  […] persons with disabilities 

11.7.1 Average share of the built-up area of cities that is open space 
for public use for all 

11.7.2 Proportion of persons victim of physical or sexual harassment 

 

16.7 Ensure responsive, inclusive, participatory and representative decision-
making at all levels 

16.7.1 Proportions of positions in public institutions compared to 
national distributions  

16.7.2  Proportion of population who believe decision-making is 
inclusive and responsive 

17.18 Enhance capacity-building support to developing countries […] to increase significantly the availability of high-quality, timely and reliable data 
disaggregated by  […] disability 
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Role of the Commission for Social Development 

Historically, CSocD has focused on the topic of accessibility for persons with disabilities since its naissance with the 

Copenhagen Declaration (1995).76  

Outcome Documents Recently Adopted by the Commission for Social Development 

Year Agenda Item / Title Code 

2017 
Mainstreaming disability in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development 
E/RES/2017/12 

2015 
Promoting the rights of persons with disabilities and strengthening the mainstreaming 

of disability in the post-2015 development agenda 
E/RES/2015/4 

2014 
Promoting the rights of persons with disabilities and mainstreaming disability in the 
post-2015 development agenda (E/2014/26, chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution IV, and 

E/2014/SR.23) 
E/RES/2014/6 

2012 
Mainstreaming disability in the development agenda (E/2012/26, chapter I, section A, 

draft resolution V and E/2012/SR.46) 
E/RES/2012/11 

Role of the UN System and the International Community 

The resolutions adopted by CSocD express support for and encourage future action by Member States, as well as 

other entities within the UN system which address this topic. The topic is on the agenda of several other norm-

setting bodies within the UN system, including the General Assembly (GA) and the Human Rights Council (HRC). 

 United Nations General Assembly (GA): The GA plays an important role in addressing the topic, 

originally adopting the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons in 1975, which 

declares equality in rights for persons with and without disabilities. Before the adoption of this international 

human rights instrument, the UN considered disability from a perspective focused more on social welfare 

than social obstacles, but the General Assembly helped establish a pivot point to the way disability is 

discussed at present. The body develops resolutions for Member States regarding persons with disabilities, 

especially focusing on women and girls with disabilities.77 

 The Human Rights Council (HRC): The HRC addresses this topic through the lens of implementation of 

international human rights law as it relates to persons with disabilities, adopting several resolutions every 

year focused on specific aspects of the topic.78 

o Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD Committee): The CRPD 

Committee serves to advocate for and ensure the realization of human rights, dignity, and 

fundamental freedoms for all persons with disabilities. This is a treaty body that oversees 

implementation of the CRPD (2006). 

 

 

                                                           
76 UN DESA, Commission for Social Development. https://nwmun.link/2M0v2Yx 
77 UN DESA, GA Reports and Resolutions, 2018. https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/resources/general-assembly.html  
78 ECOSOC, International Disability Alliance, 2013. http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/content/ecosoc-0  

http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_CONF.166_9_Declaration.pdf
http://undocs.org/E/RES/2017/12
http://undocs.org/E/RES/2015/4
http://undocs.org/E/RES/2014/6
http://undocs.org/E/RES/2012/11
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRPD/Pages/ConventionRightsPersonsWithDisabilities.aspx
https://nwmun.link/2M0v2Yx
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/resources/general-assembly.html
http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/content/ecosoc-0
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Other Relevant Outcome Documents 

Committee Year Agenda Item / Title Code 

GA 

2017 
Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities and the Optional Protocol thereto: situation of women and 
girls with disabilities 

A/RES/72/162 

2017 Inclusive development for persons with disabilities A/RES/71/165 

2016 
Toward the full realization of an inclusive and accessible UN for 

persons with disabilities 
A/RES/70/170 

2016 Persons with albinism A/RES/70/229 

HRC 

2018 
Equality and non-discrimination of persons with disabilities and the right 

of persons with disabilities to access to justice 
A/HRC/RES/37/22 

2017 Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities A/HRC/RES/35/6 

2016 
Protection of the family: role of the family in supporting the protection 

and promotion of human rights of persons with disabilities 
A/HRC/RES/32/23 

Additional UN bodies work on this topic as well, including both committees and specialized agencies.  

 Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA): DESA is part of the UN Secretariat and aims to 

change the social model for persons with disabilities.79 Their 2016 Toolkit on Disability for Africa provides 

a method for educational and training programs for those looking to better understand disability, focusing 

on culture and beliefs, rehabilitation services, and legislation.80 

 United Nations Enable: (UN Enable): This body’s global mission is to “promote the rights and 

advancement of persons with disabilities within a broad mandate provided by the World Programme of 

Action (1982), Standard Rules (1994) and the CRPD (2006) as well as other relevant human rights and 

development instruments.”81 

Civil society organizations (CSOs) 

CSOs play an important role at the international, regional, national, and local level in several ways, including by 

providing expert analysis, serving as an early warning agent, helping to monitor and implement international 

agreements, raising public awareness, and contributing information and research.85  

                                                           
79 UN DESA, 70 years of development and inclusion for persons with disabilities, 2015. 

http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news/social/70-years-persons-disabilities.html  
80 UNICEF, Toolkit on Disability for Africa, 2017. https://www.unicef.org/disabilities/  
81 UN Enable, About Us, 2016. https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/about-us.html  
82 UNDP, UNDP and CSOs: A Toolkit for Strengthening Partnerships, 2006. https://nwmun.link/2LHq96N 
83 UNGA, We the peoples: civil society, the United Nations and global governance, 2004. http://undocs.org/A/58/817 
84 Ibid. 
85 CIVICUS, 2018 State of Civil Society Report 2018. https://www.civicus.org/index.php/state-of-civil-society-report-2018  

h 
Civil society organizations (CSOs) are defined as “associations of citizens 
(outside [of] families, friends and businesses) entered into voluntarily to 
advance their interests, ideas and ideologies.”82 For-profit organizations 
(the private sector) or government (the public sector) are not considered 
part of civil society.83 The term CSO is an umbrella term that includes a 
range of different types of groups, such as non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs), non-profit media, academia, faith-based, and trade unions and 
associations.84 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/72/162
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/165
http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/170
http://undocs.org/A/RES/70/229
http://undocs.org/A/HRC/RES/37/22
http://undocs.org/A/HRC/RES/35/6
http://undocs.org/A/HRC/RES/32/23
http://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/resources/world-programme-of-action-concerning-disabled-persons.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/resources/world-programme-of-action-concerning-disabled-persons.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/standard-rules-on-the-equalization-of-opportunities-for-persons-with-disabilities.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/conference-of-states-parties-to-the-convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities-2.html
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/news/social/70-years-persons-disabilities.html
https://www.unicef.org/disabilities/
https://www.unicef.org/disabilities/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/about-us.html
https://nwmun.link/2LHq96N
http://undocs.org/A/58/817
https://www.civicus.org/index.php/state-of-civil-society-report-2018
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Humanity and Inclusion promotes disability rights and provides rehabilitation, often at the frontlines of global 

crises.86 The International Disability and Development Consortium supports the fight for the rights of persons with 

disabilities in over 100 countries, focusing on promoting human rights for persons with disabilities living in lower-

income countries.87 Eight global and six regional organizations of persons with disabilities comprise the 

International Disability Alliance, which utilizes the CRPD (2006) as its cornerstone and advocates at the UN for the 

realization of rights for persons with disabilities.88 Disability Rights International is another CSO dedicated to full 

societal participation for child and adults with disabilities in every Member State.89 

Key Issues  

Accessibility to employment for disabled persons 

Between 80% and 90% of persons who 

have a disability are unemployed in low 

and middle-income countries, compared to 

around 50% to 70% in high-income 

countries.91 Additionally, nearly 20% of the 

poorest people in the world are estimated to 

have a disability, especially in developing 

nations.92 Without access to employment, 

persons with disabilities are entirely 

dependent on others to provide necessities 

for life.93 Reliant on others for essentials like food, shelter, and medical care, persons with disabilities who do not 

have a strong social network, such as financially able and willing family, or community structure lack access to 

basic necessities for existence. By increasing accessibility to the workforce, Member States allow greater 

accessibility to multiple sectors of life for disabled persons.94  

Recently, CSocD, building upon previous resolutions, adopted a new resolution focused on mainstreaming the rights 

of persons with disabilities in the 2030 Agenda (2015); this resolution emphasized that persons with disabilities 

should be considered on an equal basis for employment opportunities.95 This recognizes discriminating in the hiring 

process on the basis of disability, physical or mental, that prevents someone from performing duties not essential to 

a job as an obstacle that can and must be removed.96 Additionally, the aforementioned resolution emphasizes the 

need for access to jobs so that individuals have the ability to support themselves by exercising their right to decent 

work.97 

Proposals for addressing this key issue focus heavily on the de-stigmatization of disability in reference to 

employment and advocacy for access to jobs for disabled persons.98 Often, persons with disabilities face 

misconceptions regarding the cause of their disability.99 Myths accepted in certain global regions include the 

                                                           
CIVICUS, et. al., Strengthening civil society engagement with the United Nations, 2017. https://nwmun.link/2LzkX5m 

World Economic Forum, The Future Role of Civil Society, 2013. https://nwmun.link/2LNWiJU 

UN, Working with ECOSOC: An NGOs Guide to Consultative Status, 2011. http://csonet.org/content/documents/Brochure.pdf  
86 Humanity and Inclusion, Homepage. http://www.hi-us.org/  
87 International Disability and Development Consortium, Homepage. https://www.iddcconsortium.net/ 
88 International Disability Alliance, Homepage. http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/ 
89 Disability Rights International. https://www.driadvocacy.org/ 
90 https://www.cbm.org/  
91 UN DESA, Disability and Employment, 2005. https://nwmun.link/2Mlrb5p  
92 Disabled World Towards Tomorrow, Disability Statistics, 2018. https://www.disabled-world.com/disability/statistics/  
93 Kittay, Ethics of Care, Dependence, Disability, 2011. http://evafederkittay.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/The-ethics-of-care.pdf  
94 DRI, International Policy Advocacy, 2014. https://www.driadvocacy.org/work/international-policy-advocacy/  
95 ECOSOC, Promoting the rights of persons with disabilities and strengthening the mainstreaming of disability in the implementation of 

the 2030 Agenda (E/RES/2017/12), 2017.  http://undocs.org/E/RES/2017/12/2017/12  
96 Workplace Fairness, Disability Discrimination, 2014. https://www.workplacefairness.org/disability-discrimination#1  
97 ECOSOC, Promoting the rights of persons with disabilities and strengthening the mainstreaming of disability in the implementation of 

the 2030 Agenda (E/RES/2017/12), 2017.  http://undocs.org/E/RES/2017/12/2017/12  
98 DRI, International Policy Advocacy, 2014. https://www.driadvocacy.org/work/international-policy-advocacy/   
99 ADD International, Disability Stigma, 2017. https://www.add.org.uk/why-disability/disability-stigma  
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following: sexual intercourse with a woman with disabilities can cure HIV, children with physical or nonphysical 

disabilities are unable to learn, evil spirits disrupt mental health.100 Stigmatization of persons with disabilities based 

on such attitudes leads to exclusion from both communities, as family members with disabilities are kept secret from 

society and the workforce.101  

Other relevant steps to address the key issue include the establishment of training centers to provide job training and 

necessary skills to persons with disabilities and the strengthening of partnerships with NGOs which strive to 

increase access to employment for persons with disabilities.102 For example, ADD International collaborates with 

disability activists to provide training and resources for the development of successful organizations around the 

globe.103 In addition, the United Nations Division for Social Policy Development produced a toolkit called Building 

Multi-Stakeholder Partnerships for Disability Inclusion with a focus on Member States and CSOs.104  

Ensuring education access for children with disabilities 

 
Source: CBM105 

Around 93 million children worldwide have disabilities, which amounts to nearly one in twenty.106 Students with 

disabilities in Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries remain under-

represented in higher education, even though their numbers continue increasing.107 Even if a national government 

legislates school accessibility for persons with disabilities, challenges still remain.108 In Lebanon, for example, Law 

220 ensures the right to education for all persons with disabilities, but logistical and socioeconomic obstacles 

abound regardless.109 Of all the obstacles, inadequate funding is the main barrier to special education.110 

A Human Rights Watch report identifies manifold ways discrimination occurs in admission processes, including 

untrained or inadequately trained staff, a lack of inclusive curricula and accommodations, and extra required fees for 

students with disabilities.111 Transportation to and from school is not always accessible for persons with disabilities, 

and the classroom is sometimes not a welcoming environment when disability carries a stigma. In fact, some parents 

will remove their children from schools where children with disabilities are permitted to enroll.112 

                                                           
100 Ibid.  
101 Ibid. 
102 UN CSocD, Promoting the rights of persons with disabilities and strengthening the mainstreaming of disability in the implementation 

of the 2030 Agenda, 2017. http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/csocd/2017/zerodraftresolutiondisability.pdf 
103 ADD International, Disability Stigma, 2017. https://www.add.org.uk/why-disability/disability-stigma  
104 UNICEF, Toolkit on Disability for Africa, 2017.https://www.unicef.org/disabilities/  
105 https://www.cbm.org/  
106 UNICEF, Disabilities, 2017.https://www.unicef.org/disabilities/  
107 UN DESA, Factsheet on Persons with Disabilities, 2009. https://nwmun.link/2KuxdPb  
108 HRW, “I Would Like to Go to School,” 2018. https://nwmun.link/2KuKFD0  
109 Ibid.  
110 OHRC, Main barriers to education for students with disabilities, 2016. http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/main-barriers-education-students-

disabilities-fact-sheet   
111 HRW, “I Would Like to Go to School,” 2018. https://nwmun.link/2KuKFD0  
112 Global Partnership for Education, Children with Disabilities, 2018. https://www.globalpartnership.org/focus-areas/children-with-

disabilities   

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/csocd/2017/zerodraftresolutiondisability.pdf
https://www.add.org.uk/why-disability/disability-stigma
https://www.unicef.org/disabilities/
https://www.cbm.org/
https://www.unicef.org/disabilities/
https://nwmun.link/2KuxdPb
https://nwmun.link/2KuKFD0
http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/main-barriers-education-students-disabilities-fact-sheet
http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/main-barriers-education-students-disabilities-fact-sheet
https://nwmun.link/2KuKFD0
https://www.globalpartnership.org/focus-areas/children-with-disabilities
https://www.globalpartnership.org/focus-areas/children-with-disabilities


 

20 

Particularly important aspects of this key issue include re-prioritizing special needs funding in education systems to 

provide adequate special needs programs in schools and requiring the development of new facilities to include 

accommodations for persons with physical disabilities, such as ramps and classroom space, and emphasizing the 

importance of adding similar features to older structures.113 There is a need for curricula that encompass the needs of 

all students; such information is relatively easily shared between school systems once developed. Additionally, 

previous resolutions emphasize public/private partnerships and the potential they have to build physical 

infrastructure for children with disabilities to access school.114 Lastly, it is essential to develop comprehensive 

research in collaboration between global NGOs that indicates whether or not progress has been made in the field of 

access to education for children with disabilities.115 The CRPD (2006) stresses that persons with disabilities must not 

be excluded on the basis of their disability from access to primary or secondary education. Additionally, the 

available education must be equal with that offered to others within that community.116 

Addressing violence towards women and girls with disabilities 

The prevalence rate for violence against women and girls with disabilities is nearly 1 in 5.117 Infanticide or “mercy 

killings,” murder for the purpose of either ridding the family and community of the “evil” or ending the “suffering” 

of the child, is more likely to affect girls with disabilities than boys with similar disabilities.118 If a girl with 

disabilities attains adulthood, in both public and private sectors, women with disabilities must fight inequities in 

securing decent housing, healthcare, access to education, and employment. The global literacy rate for women with 

disabilities may be as low as just one percent.119 Because of various social factors, including lack of access to 

education and poor access to employment, standing against them, women and girls with disabilities are far more 

likely to be dependent on a family member or guardian and subject to violence within the home.120 In fact, women 

with disabilities are twice as likely to experience domestic violence as women without disabilities.121 
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Multiple discriminations, an idea cited by prominent UN figures regarding women and girls with disabilities, 

addresses the intersection of disability and gender for this group of people. For women and girls with disabilities, the 

web of disability, gender, discrimination, and violence are interconnected in myriad ways. Stigmatization of 

disability sometimes leads to sterilization against a women’s will; in Orissa, India, a United Nations study reported 

that 6% of women with disabilities were victims of forced sterilization, and in addition, 25% of women with 

intellectual disabilities were victims of rape and virtually every woman with disabilities experienced beatings in the 

home.122 The practice is a vicious cycle—women and girls with disabilities have a higher risk of being victims of 

violence, and violence can be a cause of further disability.123 

In 2017, CSocD adopted resolutions on the rights of women and girls with disabilities, specifically calling for a 

rights-based approach and a focus on accessibility in every development project.124 CSocD’s 55th session addressed 

attitudinal as well as physical barriers, emphasizing the need for meaningful participation in decision-making 

processes rather than tokenism.125 In 2018 the Commission forwarded four draft resolutions to ECOSOC including 

calls for efforts to support women and girls with disabilities to achieve sustainable development for all.126 

Through a partnership between the UN and the EU in the “Spotlight Initiative” to end abuses towards women and 

girls like domestic violence, FGM, and child marriage, Member States systematically can work against inequalities 

at the intersection of gender and disability.127 Drawing on creative multi-pronged approaches like the Toolkit on 

Eliminating Violence Against Women and Girls in Fiji, Member States can develop the dialogue necessary to 

combat the stigmatization that so often leads to violence and begin to incorporate women and girls with disabilities 

more fully in a community.128 

Solutions to the often inequitable societal treatment of women and girls with disabilities require efforts both for 

prevention and perspective.129 Past UN-Women’s Deputy Executive Director Lakshmi Puri announced plans to 

                                                           
122 UN DESA, Factsheet on Persons with Disabilities, 2013. https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/resources/factsheet-on-

persons-with-disabilities.html  
123 UN-Women, Day 9: VAW and Girls with Disabilities, 2017. https://medium.com/we-the-peoples/day-9-violence-against-women-and-

girls-with-disabilities-2ef55059d3eb  
124 IISD, CSocD Adopts Resolutions on Youth, People with Disabilities, African Development, 2017. https://nwmun.link/2LZ7G5N  
125 Ibid.  
126 Ibid. 
127 UN-Women, Ways to reduce VAWG with disabilities, 2017. https://nwmun.link/2M17GlK  
128 UN-Women, Spotlight Initiative, 2017. http://www.un.org/en/spotlight-initiative/assets/pdf/Spotlight_Overview.pdf  
129 UN-Women, Forgotten Sisters: Violence Against Women and Girls with Disabilities, 2012. https://bit.ly/2LhG0p3 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/resources/factsheet-on-persons-with-disabilities.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/resources/factsheet-on-persons-with-disabilities.html
https://medium.com/we-the-peoples/day-9-violence-against-women-and-girls-with-disabilities-2ef55059d3eb
https://medium.com/we-the-peoples/day-9-violence-against-women-and-girls-with-disabilities-2ef55059d3eb
https://nwmun.link/2LZ7G5N
https://nwmun.link/2M17GlK
http://www.un.org/en/spotlight-initiative/assets/pdf/Spotlight_Overview.pdf
https://bit.ly/2LhG0p3


 

22 

incorporate a perspective of disability in all the organization achieves.130 In terms of prevention, Puri sees education 

as the key to encouraging societal involvement in dismantling cultural norms of gender bias and violence.131 

Education for women and girls with disabilities also widens paths towards employment, increasing the potential for 

a higher level of autonomy and financial security, thereby providing a route for women and girls with disabilities to 

have increased independence.132 

Conclusion  

It is the concern of every Member State to ensure the equitable access of all people to their individual and collective 

human rights. When certain members of a community face inequitable treatment, the whole society faces the loss of 

the potential held by those individuals. Moreover, as stated in the UDHR (1948), each person inherently deserves 

the realization of their human rights.133 The United Nations must work together with each Member State, catalyzing 

progress for persons with disabilities across the globe. All persons with disabilities deserve access to an education 

that is physically available to them and features curricula designed with all students in mind. Similarly, 

stigmatization in the workforce stifles the rights of those with disabilities seeking decent work. Overall, cooperation 

and collaboration remain important as the international community continues to move towards the goal of ensuring 

accessibility for all individuals, including persons with disabilities. 

 With stigma and discrimination as one of the largest barriers to protecting and promoting the rights of all 

persons with disabilities, how can Member States better facilitate tolerance and acceptance of these 

individuals within any given society? 

 In regards to children with disabilities, what types of actions can Member States take to mitigate existing 

challenges to promoting education among these individuals? 

 For those that have not done so already, how can Member States integrate the rights-based approach into 

policies targeted at persons with disabilities? 
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II. Towards sustainable and resilient societies: innovation and inter-connectivity for social 

development 

 “Everyone can enjoy a life of luxurious leisure if the machine-produced wealth is shared, or most 

people can end up miserably poor if the machine owners successfully lobby against wealth 

redistribution. So far, the trend seems to be towards the second option, with technology driving 

ever-increasing inequality.” –Stephen Hawking134 

Introduction  

Innovation, which can be described as the practice which results in “new forms of social practice and organization, 

as well as new or improved technological products and processes,” is not only a focus of one of the sustainable 

development goals (SDGs), but also is a “a key enabler of most, if not all, of the SDGs.”135 Innovative technological 

advances are powerful tools for social development that have already revolutionized the way we communicate, 

learn, travel, and hold our governments accountable.136 Greater global connectedness has improved access to health 

care, jobs, and food, playing an important role in social development.137 Information communication technologies 

(ICTs) (i.e. telephones, the internet, computers) play a big role in the daily lives of people around the world, “linking 

them to global, regional and local knowledge sources and information,” which in turn, facilitates the “exchange of 

ideas, experiences and innovative solutions.”138 In 1990, only 11 million people had cell phones, and by 2012, 

phones began to outnumber people; and today, 75% of the world’s population owns a cell phone.139 Similarly, 

internet users between 2010 and 2016 increased significantly by over 1 billion people.140 

The result has enabled the transformation of some societies so that they are “more open, inclusive, participatory and 

resilient.”142 Similarly, innovative new infrastructure developments have enhanced inter‐connectivity among 
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2010  Total internet users: 1.991 billion 2016  Total internet users: 3.385 billion 

 

 

https://nwmun.link/2Mr3p82
http://undocs.org/E/CN.16/2017/2
https://nwmun.link/2ONwNa7
https://nwmun.link/2Mr4gWi
https://nwmun.link/2KAuYKp
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Pages/stat/treemap.aspx
https://nwmun.link/2ONwNa7


 

24 

regions, countries, cities, communities, and people, […] enhancing the movement of people, the transfer of 

technology, and the diffusion of knowledge,” which further facilitates physical, virtual, and social integration.”143  

Undoubtedly, innovation and inter-connectivity are powerful tools; however, they need to be carefully managed: 

fast-paced innovation in conjunction with growing societal inequalities has left many workers without the skills to 

compete.144 Similarly, inter-connectivity has enormous power to increase a society’s productivity but may exclude 

those who cannot afford access to infrastructure.145 People are more interconnected now than they have ever been 

before, but in the midst of this connectedness, inequality persists.146 This only further reveals the importance of 

ensuring grass-roots and marginalized communities are part of the innovation process; which is aligned with and 

complementary to participatory and inclusive social development. 

In order to meet the ambitious 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda) (2015), there will need to 

be a fundamental shift, in approaches to development and the ways in which the basics, such as energy, food, water, 

housing,” and social protection is delivered, distributed and consumed.”147 This requires a change in the very way in 

which the international community approaches “innovation.”148 Historically, “innovation” was conceived as linear 

(from science to research and development to commercialization) and market-driven, based on needs of consumers 

without any goal or direction; more recently there has been supportive public policy efforts which aim to enable and 

encourage innovation more intentionally, in specific fields, which has often been termed “social innovation.”149 

However, in the context of discussions surrounding the 2030 Agenda (2015), there has been an acknowledgement 

that innovation cannot only be focused on social issues generally while retaining the same process; innovation must 

be “mission-oriented; pro-poor and inclusive; grass-roots; social; and digitally enabled open and collaborative.”150 

It is the duty of the Commission for Social Development (CSocD) to consider the ways in which social policies can 

be used to influence innovation and inter-connectivity in the pursuit of sustainable social development.151 At its 56th 

session, CSocD highlighted the need for re-examination of social policy in addition to innovation policy.152 

Specifically, the Commission highlighted the important role social policy can play in leveraging innovation and 

inter-connectivity to better facilitate the inclusion of the most vulnerable social groups, such as youth, persons with 

disabilities and indigenous persons.153 The Commission must find a way to mitigate the tensions between a rapidly 

advancing, interconnected global society and rising inequality before the gap becomes insurmountable.154  

CSocD has included a variety of ‘Emerging issues’ on its agenda for the last ten years.155 Following the selection of 

this topic, the ECOSOC Secretariat drafted an explanatory note to CSocD detailing exactly what information was to 

be discussed.156 In particular, the note explained that as the world enters a fourth industrial revolution innovation is 

causing a societal paradigm shift.157 Technology is now integrated into everyday life, including infrastructure, but 
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not everyone has the same access to this technology.158 CSocD considers this to be a problem because access to that 

technology plays an important role in opening access to an interconnected society for all individuals.159 The rest of 

the note details the opportunities and challenges to social development presented by advancing technology, as well 

as general policy recommendations.160 Further, while CSocD itself has not adopted any resolutions on the topic, 

resolutions adopted by ECOSOC in the table below are important to consider. 

International Framework  

Article 1 of the Charter of the United Nations (Charter) (1945) declares that the purpose of the UN is “to achieve 

international cooperation… in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms 

for all.”161 Additionally, Article 27 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) (1948) states, “everyone 

has the right to freely to… enjoy the arts and to share in scientific advancement and its benefits.”162  

The Declaration on the Right to Development (1986) was the first document to recognize development as a basic 

human right, including social development.163 It also calls on Member States to counteract social injustices through 

their development policy.164 This document predates the Millennium Development Goals (2000) and represents a 

shift in the global conversation on development from an economics-only mindset to a people-focused, socially and 

environmentally responsible development paradigm.165   

The Copenhagen Declaration and Programme of Action (Copenhagen Declaration) (1995) was the result of the first 

global convention on the importance of social development.166 This document noted that while there is enormous 

diversity in global culture, all societies have a need to improve social conditions.167 This document is important 

because it is the functional basis for all the actions of CSocD, outlining the core ideas behind social development, 

namely people-centric development that prioritizes human needs.168  

The New Urban Agenda (2016) was the outcome of the UN Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban 

Development, held in Quito, Ecuador in 2016.169 The New Urban Agenda (2016) focuses on sustainable 

development in the context of urbanization and emphasizes the importance of ensuring access to an interconnected, 

urban environment through innovative policies and strategies, representing an important recent development in 

broader international policymaking on innovation and inter-connectivity in the context of social development.170 

There are also regional and local documents focused on social development with regards to innovation and inter-

connectivity. The African Union’s Agenda 2063 (2015) is a parallel document to the 2030 Agenda (2015) focused 

specifically on Africa and the region’s particular development priorities. Agenda 2063 (2015) is framed around 

goals, priority areas, targets and strategies, many of which reference innovation and inter-connectivity.171 
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Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda) is a plan of 
action for sustainable development outlined in resolution 70/1 which was 
adopted by the GA in 2015.172 The 2030 Agenda articulates 17 sustainable 
development goals (SDGs) and 169 related targets for all Member States 
work to achieve as part of national sustainable development efforts.173 
Implementation is measured through a voluntary country-led and country-
driven follow-up and review mechanism, which calls on Member States to 
report on progress annually, including through the provision of data on the 
230 individual statistical indicators associated with the goals and targets.174 

The 2030 Agenda (2015) is based on the same principles as the Copenhagen Declaration and belongs to the same 

vein of policy.175 Innovation and inter-connectivity are relevant and cross-cutting to all of the sustainable 

development goals (SDGs) outlined in 2030 Agenda (2015). Although all SDGs are relevant for social development, 

the SDGs that are more focused on aspects of social development include Goals 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 16 

and 17. 
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Role of the Commission for Social Development 

Until 2018, CSocD had not explicitly discussed innovation and inter-connectivity in the context of social 

development; however, the issues of inter-connectivity and innovation have arisen naturally in the course of the 

work of CSocD, given its wide-ranging agenda.176 Technology and innovation have been referenced in multiple 

outcome documents as a means of advancing inclusive strategies for poverty eradication and decent work.177  

Specific exploration of the role of innovation and inter-connectivity in advancing social development was discussed 

during  the 56th session of CSocD, in a High-Level Panel Discussion entitled: “Towards sustainable and resilient 

societies: Innovation and inter-connectivity for social development.”178 CSocD has not adopted any outcome 

document on this topic. 

Role of the UN System and International Community 

CSocD has the overall responsibility for advancing discussion on social development within the UN system; 

however, the General Assembly (GA), as well as other functional subsidiary bodies of ECOSOC, also address 

aspects of the issue of innovation and social development: 

 Commission on Science and Technology for Development (CSTD): CSTD, a functional commission of 

ECOSOC, engages with the issues of innovation and inter-connectivity in the course of its mandated 

function to provide the GA and ECOSOC with “high-level advise on relevant science and technology 

issues.”179 United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) provides substantive support 

to CSTD.180 

There are other relevant UN specialized agencies, programmes and funds, and related organizations that also address 

aspects of this topic: 

 International Telecommunications Union (ITU): ITU is the primary international organization tasked 

with creating inter-connectivity through technology.181 This body includes all 193 UN Member States, as 

well as ICT regulators, universities, and tech companies.182 ITU has four main functions: allocating radio 

frequencies, coordinating satellite orbits, creating regulatory standards for ICTs, and improving access to 

ICTs for all.183  

 United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD): UNCTAD is the UN body 

dedicated to managing and propagating inter-connectivity in the form of globalization.184 UNCTAD 

recognizes that although globalization has been a powerful force for economic and social development, the 

benefits of globalization have not been distributed equally.185 Although many of UNCTAD’s functions 

pertain to economic development, it is also actively engaged in issues related to social development, 

particularly as it relates to full and decent work, and issues related to inclusion.186 

 World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS): WSIS was a two-phase UN conference which 

convened Member States and the CSOs with the goal of creating an ‘Information Society for all.’187 The 

WSIS was endorsed by GA resolution 56/183 of 2001 and occurred in two phases, one in 2003 and one in 

2005.188 The first phase resulted in the Geneva Declaration of Principles and Geneva Plan of Action, and 
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the second phase produced the Tunis Commitment and Tunis Agenda for the Information Society.189 At the 

core of the work of WSIS is the goal of inter-connectivity through strengthening inclusive and innovative 

policymaking environments and use of technologies.190 

 International Labour Organization (ILO): ILO has established a Global Commission on the Future of 

Work, which is tasked with finding ways to maintain social justice as technology causes work opportunities 

to disappear.191  

 UN-Women: UN-Women plays a significant role in addressing the issue, with the aim of harnessing 

innovation for the benefit of women.192  

The GA regularly discusses globalization and interdependence, which are collateral to inter-connectivity. For 

instance, GA resolution 68/219 details the role of the UN in promoting development in an interconnected world.193  

Key Issues  

Innovate social protection systems 

Between 25 %  and 33% of all jobs in the most developed Member States will be vulnerable to automation within 

the next 20 years.194 Less than 1/3 of the global population has sufficient social security to live a comfortable 

retirement, while nearly 50% of no social security at all.195 Up to 45% of all people globally experience vulnerable 

employment, which the Secretary-General defines as entailing low earnings, limited productivity, and poor working 

conditions.196  

In a 2017 report, the UN Secretary-General highlighted a positive correlation between developing technology and 

unemployment and job insecurity.197 This means social protection systems (sometimes referred to as ‘welfare’) are 

becoming increasingly critical as unemployment levels continue to rise as a result of technology.198 However, many 

employers are using different contracts than they were before, meaning social protections contributions are 

substantially less or inapplicable for many workers.199 This has spurred discussions of a universal basic income, and 

several countries have already started to experiment with this policy.200 The UN Secretary-General notes that 

growing income inequality may be caused by the disappearance of medium-skilled jobs for which they say 

innovation and inter-connectivity are partially to blame.201 Additionally, some countries have experimented with 

granting their unemployed citizens an unconditional monthly transfer payment in an important experiment in 

universal basic income.202 The UN Secretary-General has advocated for minimum wage laws as a means of social 

protection.203 

Advancing women’s social development through innovation 

Over the last 20 years, there have been major strides in social development globally; for example, currently, 11% of 

the world’s population lives in extreme poverty, compared to 28% in 1999. However, this progress, while 
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impressive, is uneven across countries and social groups.204 Women, children, native populations, elderly 

populations, and people with disabilities have seen less dramatic reductions in poverty than the rest of the world.205 

Pay inequalities disproportionately impact women, with the UN estimating that women make 24% less than men on 

average.206 Largely because of existing structural inequalities, women and men do not benefit from innovation in 

social fields equally.207 Innovations for women and girls are often perceived as not being worth the effort because 

those given the resources to innovate are usually men.208 For example, research into new medicine often fails to 

include women, with one study finding that eight out of ten disciplines were more likely to use male subjects in 

clinical studies.209 Although women are more likely to die of heart disease, they sometimes comprise as few as 10% 

of the subject pool for testing heart medications.210  

During the 56th session of CSocD, panelists suggested developing libraries and community centers to increase 

community access to the internet.211 This is especially important for women, because in 2016, women had 12% less 

access to the internet than men, and that number reached 31% on average in low-income countries.212 Panelists also 

suggested creating mobile internet labs in rural areas.213 According to the 2018 World Inequality Report, an increase 

in access to education directly results in an increase in the supply of skills, which feeds the demand for skills created 

by inter-connectivity and innovation.214 If innovation and inter-connectivity increase faster than education, income 

inequality will rise, and vice versa.215 As a result of this dynamic tension, it is critical that access to education 

increases at the same or greater pace than innovation and inter-connectivity.216  

Conclusion  

CSocD is tasked with finding ways to ensure that innovation and inter-connectivity are harnessed for the benefit of 

all, rather than only the most advantaged groups in society.217 From expanding access to the internet to creating 

social security nets, there is enormous potential to use social policy to advance human rights, the status of youth, 

women’s rights, and other critical international objectives. Delegates should be particularly mindful of the 

committee’s social mandate, being cautious not to stray into economic policy. Ultimately, this topic is about using 

social policy to ensure that being innovative continues to make the world more interconnected and vice versa, while 

maintaining the principle of inclusivity.218 Without coordinated action by a centralized body like CSocD, it is 

entirely possible that innovation and inter-connectivity will continue to further global inequalities rather than being 

harnessed against them. Delegates are advised to consider the following questions as they begin their research:  

 How can Member States effectively utilize the benefits of technology to build sustainable and resilient 

societies, as well as foster social development? 

 In what ways can Member States expand access to innovation and inter-connectivity to all individuals, 

including the most marginalized groups in society? 

 What types of actions can Member States take to promote innovation and inter-connectivity for the social 

progress and the achievement of SDGs for all individuals?   
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